230          The Earl of Shaftssbury.

68.
THE  EARL  OF  SHAFTESBURY.

Anthony Ashley Cooper, created Earl of Shaftesbury 1662.

Born 1621.   Died 1683.
By   B U R N E T.

The man that was in the greatest credit with the Earl
of Southampton was Sir Anthony Ashly Cooper, who had
married his niece, and became afterwards so considerable
that he was raised to be Earl of Shaftsbury. And since he
came to have so great a name, and that I knew him for 10
many years in a very particular manner, I will dwell a little
longer on his character ; for it was of a very extraordinary
composition. He began to make a considerable figure
very early. Before he was twenty he came into the House
of Commons, and was on the King's side ; and undertook
to get Wiltshire and Dorsetshire to declare for him : But
he was not able to effect it. Yet Prince Maurice breaking
articles to a town, that he had got to receive him, fur-
nished him with an excuse to forsake that side, and to
turn to the Parliament. He had a wonderful faculty in 20
speaking to a popular assembly, and could mix both the
facetious and the serious way of arguing very agreeably.
He had a particular talent to make others trust to his
judgment, and depend on it : And he brought over so
many to a submission to his opinion, that I never knew
any man equal to him in the art of governing parties, and
of making himself the head of them. He was as to religion